Hawaiian History Fun Facts
Did you know that …
… at least three of King Kamehameha I’s (KI) key military leaders were English or American?  (John Young Sr., Isaac Davis and Hawaiian admiral Alexander Adams – all of whom married Hawaiian noblewomen of KI’s family and became Hawaiian nobility themselves while Young’s granddaughter became Queen Emma, married to Kamehameha IV and was almost elected ruler in her own right.) 
…. in 1819, Kamehameha II, with the help of the high priest Hewahewa and at the insistence of his mother and his father’s favorite wife, abolished the traditional Hawaiian religion destroying the temples a year before  missionaries arrived in Hawaii? (It involved a war and women eating bananas.) 
…. those missionaries were accompanied to Hawaii in 1820 by a former Prince of Kauai who asked them to come and was trained as a missionary himself?
[bookmark: _GoBack]…. in 1839-40 King Kamehameha III (K III), with the help of former missionaries Gerrit  Judd and William Richards, granted a Bill of Rights and Constitution that freed over 88,000 Native Hawaiians from plantation slavery over 2 decades before Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation?
…  K III commissioned American missionaries to train Native Hawaiian teachers to staff 900+ Hawaiian language schools by 1832 only 10 years after those missionaries developed the first written version of the Hawaiian language?
…  Native Hawaiians throughout the Hawaiian Kingdom frequently intermarried with the kingdom’s “foreigners”, especially in the upper classes?  (Queen Liliuokalni was married to American John Dominis and her sister Miriam to Archie Cleghorne, Kamehameha Princess Bernice Pauahi broke her engagement with King Kamehameha V to marry Charles Bishop, soon to be Hawaii’s first banker, Chiefess Kipikane, granddaughter of Kamehameha I, married the king’s head cattleman, John Parker, together founding the Parker Ranch, the largest in the kingdom and at one time the US, & Kona Alii Mary Kahiwaaialu married Willie Shipman, a missionary’s son who would buy the 64,000 acre Ahupua’a of Keaau from King Lunalilo’s estate and found a Hawaiian cattle, land and store business that continues today.)
… KIII followed up freeing the slaves with the Great Mahele land reform about 1848, giving the first legal title to 8000+ former slave families and 251 nobles or alii, most of which is still Hawaiian owned?
… over 90% of the land granted in the Great Mahele, over 1 million of Hawaii’s 4 million acres,  went to 28 high Native Hawaiian nobles and that at least 604,500 acres were still firmly in the hands of a few Native Hawaiian owned and controlled corporations and organizations in 1981?  (341,000 in the Bernice Bishop Estate which with the money from selling Charles’ bank funds Kamehameha School for Native Hawaiians, 140,000 in the Native owned Parker Ranch, 79,000 in the James Campbell Estate controlled by the descendants of Miriam Likelike (Liliuokulani’s sister) and Abigail Kuaihelani (James Campbell’s wife, who later married Sam Parker of Parker Ranch), 21,500 with the Shipmans, 13,000 funding Queens (Emma) Hospital and 10,000 in Queen Liliuokalani’s estate.)
….. that over 2 million acres  (half the state land area) of Hawaii’s original 2.5-3 million acres of Crown and government land is still public land for the use of all Hawaiians including state and national parks?
